[Epidemiology of pulmonary embolism].
There are few conditions in medicine as difficult to diagnose as pulmonary embolism. This is certainly not due to the rarity of the disease which is probably as common as myocardial infarction in France. The circumstances surrounding pulmonary embolism and the risk factors of deep venous thrombosis have been well identified. The risk of thromboembolic venous disease has been assessed for each type of surgery. The methods of treatment and prevention have progressed over a number of years. However, in practice, these advances have not "transformed" the frequency of the disease or reduced its mortality. Further progress could come from improved identification of patients at risk, especially by biological tests and new abnormalities of blood coagulation.